
In the name of God Amen 

I William Westley of Cambridge in the County of Cambridge Grocer being sick and weak in body 
but of sound and disposing mind and memory (God be praised) do make and ordain this my last 
will and testament in manner and form following that is to say first and principally I commend 
my soul into the Mersies of Almighty God and of my worldly estate and efforts I dispose as 
follows.    All that my Revertion or Remainder Right in the Estate and Interest which I have of in 
and to all those freehold Messuages Lands Tenements and Hereditaments situated lying and 
being in Hempstead in the County of Essex containing by estimation four and twenty acres ( be 
the same more or less) now in the tenure or occupation of Edward Stinton with all their and 
every of their rights members and appurtenances whatsoever called or known by the name of 
Spitland.  I give and devise unto Mr John Stevenson Jnr one of the fellows of St Peter’s College in 
the university of Cambridge & Mr John Wale Jnr of Saffron Walden in the said county of Essex Mr 
Allen Hurrell Jnr of Harston in the said county of Cambridge and to their sons and assignees for 
ever in trust nevertheless to and for such uses intents and purposes as are hereinafter 
mentioned limited and appointed concerning the same Estate and also that my Revertion and 
Remainder Estate right Title and Interest which I have of and in all those Leasehold lands 
tenements and hereditaments with all their and every of their rights members and 
appurtenances situated lying and being in Hempsted aforesaid likewise called Spitland 
containing by estimation forty two acres (be the same more or less) now in the occupation of 
John Belsham with a wood ground adjoining to the said Spitland containing by estimation three 
acres (be the same more or less] now in my own Occupation which said Leasehold promises 
are holden by the said Lease for the Term of one thousand years or some other long Term of 
years therein yet to come and unexpired.   I give and devise unto the before mentioned Mr John 
Stevenson Jnr Mr John Wale Jnr and Mr Allen Hurrell Jnr their executors Administrators and 
Assignees for and during all the residue and remainder Term of years and time yet to come and 
unexpired mentioned and contained in such Lease as aforesaid in Trust nevertheless to and for 
such uses intents and purposes as are hereinafter mentioned and contained touching and 
concerning the same Leasehold Estate, that is to say, that the clear yearly rents issues and 
profits of all and singular the said Leasehold Estate from and after the decease of my loving 
Wife lucy Westley and the decease of such child or children as she is now bigg withal (in case 
such child or children shall happen to dye under the age of one and twenty years and without 
issue of his her or their respective body or bodys shall be retained and taken for and during all 
the residue and remainder of the Term of years in such lease contained by such persons as are 
hereinafter named and the clear yearly Rents Issues and Profitts of all and singular the above 
mentioned freehold estate shall forever hereafter be retained and taken by such person and 
persons likewise as are hereinafter named and be wholly applied to the uses and purposes 
hereinafter mentioned from and after the decease of my said wife and the decease of such child 
or children as she is now bigg withal.  In case such child or children shall happen to dye under 
the age of one and twenty years and without issue of his her or their respective body or bodys 
that is to say that  the same shall be applyed for the endowing a charity school in Wittlesford in 
the said county of Cambridge and I will that the managers of the said charity shall be the 
Minister of Wittlesford aforesaid (for the time being) the Minister of Duxford in the said county of 
Cambridge (for the time being) the Foulmire in the said county of Cambridge (for the time being) 
and that they shall receive the Rents aforesaid for the said Charitable ends and purposes.  Item  
I will that thirty boys and fifteen girls or such other greater or lesser number as to the said 
managers for the time being shall deem convenient shall be admitted into the said charity 
school and that such children shall be chosen out of the familys of such persons whose parents 



do not hold or occupy above twenty pounds per annum and to be chosen within the Town of 
Wittlesford aforesaid being Inhabitants there but if such cannot be therein found the deficiency 
to be elected from Sawston and Duxford aforesaid and that the managers of the said charity 
have the power of choosing and putting in all Schoolmaster and Schoolmistress to teach the 
said boys in writing and reading and casting accompts and to teach the said Girls in reading 
Sewing knitting or such other work as the managers of the said charity shall think fit and to allow 
the Master fifteen pounds per annum and the Mistress five pounds per annum with power and 
authority to the said managers of the said charity to augment or diminish the stipends of the 
said master and mistress when and as often as they shall see occasion and also to displace the 
said Master and Mistress and put in others when an as often as they shall think fit.   Item  I will 
that the sum of twenty shillings per annum shall be allowed for an entertainment for the said 
Managers at their time of meeting to fill up vacancies in the said charity school and ordering of 
the said charity which meeting is to be the next Sunday after midsummer day in every year and 
that fifteen shillings be paid to the Minister to preach a sermon at the time of such meeting the 
first sermon to be preach at Wittlesford aforsesaid by the Minister there for the time being and 
every year afterwards by the respective Ministers of Duxford Sawston and Foulmire for the time 
being and I will that the said managers at their first meeting shall choose a fifth manager being a 
Layman and not of any of those Towns of Wittlesford Duxford Sawston or Foulmire and I will that 
none of the said children shall be taken into the said charity school under the age of five years 
nor to stay longer than the age of fourteen years.  I also will that one boy shall be put out an 
Apprentice every year from the parish of Wittlesford aforesaid to some trade or more boys if the 
managers shall think fit if such can be found in Wittlesford fit to be bound out.  Item I will that 
four times in every year viz the Sunday after every Quarter Day the children to be examined in 
the Church and instructed in the Church Catechism by the minister and the sum of five shillings 
each time of such examination to be disposed of out of the profits of the said estate by the said 
Minister amongst such children for their encouragement all the surplus or moneys remaining of 
the said yearly rents I will shall be laid out for buying books for all the said charity children and in 
clothing such of the said charity children in Wittlesford only, as the said managers shall think 
most deserving   Item I give and devise all my freehold lands tenements and hereditaments 
whatsoever with their and every of their appurtenances holden of the manor of Barrington in 
Thriplow unto my mother Elizabeth Westley and her heirs in case my said mother survives my 
said wife and the child or children my said wife is now bigg with provided such child or children 
shall dye under their respective age of one and twenty years and without issue of his her or their 
respective body or bodys but in case my said mother does not survive my said wife and the child 
or children my said wife is now bigg with (such child or children dying in manner aforesaid) then I 
give the said freehold and Copyhold estate to John Malton (the son of Thomas Malton of 
Topsfield in the County of Essex)  and to his heirs and assignees for ever.  Item all my freehold 
lands  tenements and hereditaments with their and every of their appurtenances lying and being 
in Foulmire aforesaid I give and devise unto my said Mother and her heirs in case my said 
mother survives my said wife and the child or children my said wife is now bigg with provided 
such child or children shall dye under their respective age of one and twenty years and without 
issue of his her or their respective body or bodys but in case my said mother does not survive 
my said wife and the child or children my said wife is now bigg with (such child or children dying 
in manner aforesaid) then I give the said freehold estate with the appurtenances unto the said 
John Malton his heirs and assignees for ever.    Item all my copyhold lands  tenements and 
hereditaments with the appurtenances lying in Thriplow aforesaid and holden of the manor of 
Thriplow [     ]  I give and devise unto my said Mother and her heirs for ever immediately from and 
after my decease.  Item my freehold watermill situate and being in Sawston aforesaid called 



Burrow Mill from and after the decease of my said Wife and such child or children as she is now 
bigg with (such child or children dying under the age of one and twenty years and without issue 
as aforesaid) I give and devise unto Richard Brignall son of William Brignall late of Wittlesford 
aforesaid deceased and to his heirs and assignees for ever and I will that the said Richard 
Brignall shall pay thereout unto his sister Jane the sum of fifty pounds of lawfull money of great 
Britain to be paid within one year next after he the said Richard shall happen to come into 
possession of the said Mill.   Item I give and bequeath to such child or children as my wife is now 
bigg with  the sum of two hundred pounds of lawful money of Great Britain to be equally divided 
between them (if more than one) and if but one wholly to such one child to be paid at the age of 
one and twenty years or day of marriage which shall first happen.  Item I give and bequeath the 
sum of three guineas  to the poor of Little St Maries parish in Cambridge and the sum of forty 
shillings to the poor of Wittlesford aforesaid to be distributed by the Respective Ministers and 
Churchwardens of the said respective parishes to and amongst such and so many of the said 
poor as the said Ministers and Churchwardens respectively shall think fit the next Sunday after 
my decease.  Item my will is that if I shall happen to dye within the parish of little St Maries and 
Mr Washington shall be the minister thereof I give to the said Mr Washington three guineas to 
preach my funeral sermon all the rest of my goods chattels plate linen household stuff & 
furniture of household stuff & ready moneys securities for money & stock in trade moveables 
and personal estate and effects whatsoever and wheresoever I give and bequeath unto my said 
Wife Lucy Westley, her executors administrators and assignees and  I do constitute and appoint 
my said wife full and sole Executrix of this my will here by revoking and making void all form or 
wills by me made and declare these presents only to be my last will and testament.  In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and seal the thirteenth day of July in the nineth year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George king of Great Brittain or Anno Domini one thousand seven 
hundred twenty three (the mark of William Westley)   Signed sealed and declared by the said 
William Westley as and for his testament in the presence of us whose names are hereunder 
written wee subscribing our names as witnesses his presence.   Godfr. Washington Tho Dundale 
Henry  King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


