Tercy . Reauey: The Conseeration of Fempstead Church.
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ZaSe2Ls 134,

Uefinite information as to the actusl d#te of the cohaecration
of our churches i¢ rare and is for that reason thn.more
valuable when discovered. Hé;patead was originally a
chapel-of-ease that was later rajsed to the dignity of a
parisn church, the erection of whién was, thefeforo.
com,aratively late. On 3 January, 1365, sight ¢andidates

were "admitted to the Tirst tonsure at Harstede and on the
game vay the lord ced1¢ated the coureh with the eemetery."”

The church was, therefore, consecrated by Simon of Sudbury,
then Bishop of London; but the year 1365.;erely‘forll a |
ts erection. The Royal

2
Co riesion on Historieal Yornuments states that the nave,

terminus ad guem for the date of 1

with the north anc scuth ajsles, was built ¢.1350,. and this

estimate we mayv s8till accepy as approximately correct; for,

a8 the Rev,'bnta u Jenton has pointed out to.me,,the aate

of the conctecration of a echurch doe§ not necessarily afford |
relizble evidence us to the exact cdate of its building. |
Consecration wac scmetizes delayed for a considerable time, '
ecpecially in the thirteenti: century, when mary bighope

appesr tc have nezlected their duty in this reapect.
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